
 

 

 

 
 

Head Office: Trinity Multi-Academy Trust, Shay Lane, Halifax, HX2 9TZ      Registered in England No: 6897239      VAT Reg No: 257 1209 15 

 

Northgate House, Halifax, HX1 1UN 

tel: 01422 240033     email: contactus@sixth.trinitymat.org     web: sixth.trinitymat.org 

Part of the Trinity family of academies, schools and initiatives 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
25 March 2021 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
We understand that you will be keen to know about the process that we are establishing to award A Level and Vocational 
Grades to Year 13 students in 2021 and have produced this communication to update you on our assessment systems. 
You will be aware that the government’s guidance on the awarding of grades has placed this responsibility on to schools 
and colleges. The Government have laid out a set of important principles to guide the process of awarding grades to 
students, these include: 
 

• Teachers must assess their students’ performance, only on what content has been delivered to them by their 
teachers, to determine the grade each student should receive. 

• Teachers can use evidence of a student’s performance from throughout the course to inform their judgement. 

• Teachers should determine the grades as late in the academic year as is practicable, and not confined to a 
defined window, to enable teaching to continue for as long as possible. 

• Schools and colleges should use a broad range of evidence across the taught content to determine the grades 
before submitting the grades to the exam boards. 

  
It is our intention to use the period from w/c Mon 8 March to w/c Mon 24 May to support our grading process. So far, 
pupils have completed 3 Progress Checks in Year 13 (September 2020, November 2020 and January 2021) and over 
the remaining weeks they will do 2 further Progress Checks as well as a series of In-class Assessments (ICA). The 
dates for these assessments can be found in the attached Assessment Guide. Each subject will then use a range of 
evidence to predict a grade for each student. The evidence will consist of a combination of the following sources: 
 

• Progress Checks completed throughout the course 

• In-class Assessments 

• Work produced in class or for independent study in response to assessment materials provided by the exam 

board, throughout the course. 

• Non-exam assessment (NEA) work. 

• Records of a student’s capability and performance over the course of study in performance-based subjects. 

Our staff will plan lessons that support students in undertaking the remaining assessments to ensure that the process 
of collating the evidence is robust and fair to all students. 
Once the data is submitted exam boards will put in place arrangements for external Quality Assurance, including centre 
visits, to check each centre’s internal Quality Assurance process and, in a sample of centres, to review the evidence for 
one or more subjects. Exam boards will process the grades submitted by centres only after completing, and being 
satisfied with, any external QA. 
 
Attached to this email is an Assessment Guide that has been produced to answer any questions you may have around 
assessment this year. I am very aware that you may have some concerns about this process. If you do have specific 
question or queries, please don’t hesitate to contact TSFA. I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your 
continued support. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
M Fitzsimons 

 
Mr M Fitzsimons 
Principal 

 


